APRIL 2007 Number 401

The Kern Astronomical Society (K.A.S.) promotes counity awareness of current events in astronomy, paavides a forum for sharing of knowledge an

experiences among amateur astronomers. The Keranssnical Society normally meets at 7:30 PM onftret Friday of each month, at the Northminste)

Presbyterian Church 3700 North Union Avenue in Bsfie@ld Annual membership is $15.00. With membgrs$Sky and Telescope and / or Astronomy
magazines are available at reduced rates. Morenmafioon can be found on our web sitétp://www.kernastro.org/

K. A. S. Board Members Meeting:
President: Linda Huffman (322-8628) Date: April 6th @ 7:30 pm
Vice President: Steve Collett (477-9325)
Secretary: Bill Vanderwark (871-3441) . .
Treasurer: Doug Stewart (665-0155) Program:  Astronomical Speaker
Equipment: Darren Bly (832-0712)
Librarian: Michael De Tomaso (588-0427) Cookies Pat / Floyd Blue & Robin Hayes
SYZYGY: Darren Bly (832-0712)

Calling All Club Telescopes:

The Kern Astronomical Society offers five telescepe club members in good standing, for monthigoshout.
Below is a description of the KAS telescopes, tlember who currently has it in their possession,anen it is
due to return. For more information or to reserieturn a telescope please call Darren at 832-0712

4"/9.8 Available

6" /6 Due back at April meeting

8" f/6 Due Back at April meeting

10" /5.6 Due back at April meeting

13" /4.5 Due back at April meeting
Star Parties:

Club Star Parties:
March 14" (Third Quarter) and March 2{New Moon)

Public Star Parties:

None

A Wind Wolves Star Party —Steve Collett

Well, Cathy and | finally got away for a KAS staarpy. It had been many months due to health isands

o

ongoing projects. On the afternoon of March 1Wé&,packed up the 17.5" dob and a new 4" f/9 Meade

refractor for my goto altazimuth mount, and heafdedhe Wind Wolves Preserve. After an uneventful
drive, we arrived early in twilight to find Stevendrews and Walter Albrecht all set up and ready to
observe. In between them was Linda's 8" Meade &itHdewtonian.
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Wind Wolves is nice enough site in that there enpf of horizon and it's well away from city lights
Nevertheless, the sky glow from metropolitan Bakeld makes the northern quadrant of the sky very
bright. To add to the difficulties, it had beerrerely hazy in the central valley that day, andamirse
the greatest accumulation of the particulatesabadunt for that haze is the southern end of tHeywa
The gazing location at Wind Wolves is not high egioto escape dense haze.

Having said all of that, we were able to see andyelots of fine objects against a reasonably d&k and
resolution was quite good. There was virtuallywnod or turbulence, so stars stayed rather shigk@2
was glorious in the big dob, and we enjoyed a doues galaxies, including a surprisingly good I@ikv
51 not very high above the sky glow of Arvin. N@8&65 was sharp from end to end.

As all of this great warm-up took place, Linda gie@ by to inform us that we would be joined by ekpa
of Cub Scouts. About 20 very tired young folks &mar or five parents joined us and had a lot of fu
learning about the sky. While Cathy showed Vemdg@aturn, | had them on M 42 with that new
refractor doing its goto and tracking thing. Theskwere very polite and plenty patient with retegimg
and adjusting eyepiece height to match the widgeafi stature of the young folks. Just be awaaedh
a Saturday at Wind Wolves, you just might get busdwked by visiting youth. Fortunately, the day's
hiking and other activities had pretty well woresle kids out before they even got to us.

On those crisp winter nights when the atmosphesebkan recently washed by rain, Wind Wolves will be
an excellent site when it's too cold to go highgiand you don't want to make a long drive to geétodthe
valley.

Black Holes: Other Side of Infinity" Matinee Show

On Saturday afternoon, April 21st from 2:30 to 334, the William M Thomas Planetarium will be
giving a special repeat performance of the "Bladheld" that played to sold-out audiences in February
Doors will open at 2:00 PM Saturday afternoon and Wl be closed during the one-hour program

with no late admittance. Tickets are available for $5/adults and $3/stustesgniors from the Bakersfield
College Ticket Office only (tickets wiNOT be sold at the door). The BC Ticket Office is msBess
Services (395-4326) and the William M Thomas Plarnemn is on the second floor, northwest end of the
Math-Science Building, Room 112No food, drink, or gum/candy is allowed in the plaetarium.
Children must be 5 years or older, though the Bldoles presentation is geared for 6th grade angeabo

New Astrobiology Course at BC

Nick Strobel and one of the biology faculty at BG¢ch Wise, are teaching a new course on astrobjolog
"Life in the Universe" starting this fall. The caarwill be taught Wednesday evenings from 6 to 9 PM
The course will cover such things as the natuléegfthe origin and evolution of life on the Earth
searching for life in our solar system, the sedocthabitable worlds beyond our solar system, gach
for extraterrestrial intelligence, interstellarved and implications of the search and discov&he course
reference number is 72490. If you have any questnout the class, contact Nick at
Lnstrobel@earthlink.net.
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Riverside Telescope Maker Conference

The 39th annual RTMC Astronomy Expo will take placeFriday, May 25, through Monday, May 28,
2007 (Memorial Day weekend). It will be held at YM@amp Oakes, five miles southeast of Big Bear
City on State Route 38 at Lake Williams Road betwadeposts 44 and 45. This location is about 50
miles northeast of Riverside in the San Bernardilountains. Registration forms will be availabletfe
meeting. April is the last month to register at the reducedprice)

JPL Open House

The Jet Propulsion Laboratory is pleased to anmotimat the next Open House will take place on Satur
and Sunday, May 19th and 20th, 2007 from 9am to Bpth daysThis popular event will celebrate JPL's
accomplishments with exhibits and demonstratiomaiathe Laboratory's ongoing research and space
exploration. Many of the Lab's scientists and eegis will be on hand to answer questions about how
spacecraft are sent to other planets, how scientisize space technologies to explore Earth awl h
researchers are now searching for planets beyensitlar system. Admission and parking is free. No
backpacks or ice chests are allowed, with the exmepf small purses and diaper bags.

RIP Mag 1 Telescopes

Peter Smitka of Mag 1 Telescopes posted a lettéteeh"Tough Reality" at the PortaBall Yahoo Group
In a nutshell, Peter has stated that he is esfigr@imndoning his PortaBall telescope businegssguily
due to pressing health and economic hardshipss i$hust the beginning of the shake up in the amat
astronomy industry.

More From Pat

Here is M81 M82 from
March 16". Taken with a
80mm Williams Optical

ZS telescope, an Orion
Starshoot camera with an
Atik .05 reducer. 45sec X
60 exposures processed in
Nebulosity & PS



