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Note:  We will not be meeting at the Northminster Presbyterian Church , Instead the 
monthly meeting will be held at Cataldo’s  3611 Stockdale Hwy, from 6pm – 9pm. 
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Program:    by Rod Guice  
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The Kern Astronomical Society offers five telescopes, to club members in good standing, for monthly check out. 
Below is a description of the KAS telescopes, the member who currently has it in their possession, and when it is 
due to return.   Anyone wishing to check out a club telescope should contact Steve at 477-9325 or via email at 
starmstr1@bak.rr.com.�
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                        4"f/9.8         Available 
                       6" f/6                Out to Terry Dunn 
                           8" f/6                Out to Diane Franco, due back at August Meeting 

                                         10" f/5.6              Out to Kathy Jones, due back at the September Meeting 
                                         13" f/4.5              Available 

Star Parties: 
 

               Club Star Parties:       August 15th & 22nd  TBA 

 
               Public Star Parties:    Barnes & Noble  August 29th 

�
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"Kern Astronomical Society will e-mail The SYZYGY free of charge to any teacher.  Just send your  
  E-mail address to tcdellacqua@bak.rr.com." 
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Presidents Preview 
 
    Now is the time that I begin to get very cranky and nervous every time I hear the three dreaded words 
“back to school”.  Nevertheless I have high hopes for Foothill this year.  We have an active club there, 
with three nice scopes and three advisors.    I don’t know yet what our options will be for Kern County 
Astronomy Day 2010 (coming April 17th), since the J-wing where the last two were held is being 
dismantled. 
 
   Barnes and Noble outreach has turned into one of the more amusing things we due, with lots of contacts 
and lots of fun for the members involved.  If you haven’t had a chance to participate yet, the next one is 
August 29th. 
 
   September is officer election time, so it’s time to think about who can guide the club through the next 
couple of years.  Cathy wants me to recruit a replacement as President, so I can concentrate more on 
Astronomy Day.  We’ve talked a lot lately about how it’s time to “pass the torch to a new generation”.  
Anybody out there?  Surely some of you are tired of having the same old geezers in charge.  Seriously, 
though, if you’re interested please contact me or Darren Bly. 
 

Steve Collett 
 

 

Grand Prize Scope  
 
     This scope came to us through Diane Franco, and 
I’m hoping she can determine who we have to thank for 
it.  It is an 8” f/6 in nearly new condition.  I cleaned it 
up thoroughly, but the only repair needed was to replace 
a missing foot on the bottom of the ground board.  We 
tried it out at Barnes and Noble a week ago and it 
seemed to work really well.  The plan is to give this one 
away as our grand prize at Astronomy Day this April. 

 
-- Steve Collett 
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Star Party Lockwood Valley 7/18/09  by Jim Wood 
 

  
    After a fun pizza feed at 
Caveman's pizza store, KAS 
members Bill Vanderwark, 
Greg Pitlack, Walter Albrecht, 
Charlie Brown, Darren Bly, 
Larry Parris, Doug Stewart, 
Gar & Margie Summy, Jeff 
Steel, Chester Stevens, and 
Karen & Jim Wood set up at 
the Lockwood Valley site for 
a night of observing. The sky 
was good and Darren, Jeff, 
and Jim spent the night 
imaging. Hopefully Darren & 
Jeff have also sent pictures. 
The fun of the evening was 
when Karen put M 11 in 
Charlie's scope, which was 
equipped with a 13 MM 
Ethos, and the view of the 
cluster changed for all of us 

that look at this cluster yearly. The shape in the Ethos changed to a rectangle shape as opposed spread out 
round shape that you normally see. Check out the picture and see if you can pick out what the Ethos saw. 
  
 
Calm Star Pary  by Bill Vanderwark 
 
On Saturday July 25 I did a star party at CALM for around 25 Kern Weather club members. I showed 
them the Moon and Saturn and a couple of Messier objects with my 13inch dob. We also got to see the 
ISS fly over around 9:00pm at a -2.5 so it was very bright to watch. 
  
     
 PATS  by Doug Stewart 
 
Hi all: I now have 30 tickets for PATS (see rtmcastronomyexpo.org/PATS.htm for more info ). 
  
I know it is earlyl!!!!!   However I thought you would like to know. Like last year, the event is only two 
days. Sept. 26 (Sat) and Sept. 27 (Sun). A ticket is good for only one day. 
They are $10.00 each through KAS. They are $20.00 each at the door. 
  
I will return any unsold tickets for a refund Sept. 19th. 
  
For more information on the Pacific Astronomy and Telescope show (PATS) point your browser to: 
 
http://www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org/PATS.htm 
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Solar Eclipse from China  by Nick Strobel 
 
Lisa and I travelled to 
China to view the longest 
solar eclipse of the 
century. Attached is my 
best picture during the 
eclipse event. You'll 
notice that it is before 
totality. We got pretty 
much clouded out for the 
eclipse. There was some 
PARTIAL clearing 
before and after the 
eclipse so I could take 
some pictures. If it had 
been clear, they would 
have had to been taken 
with the solar filter I 
brought along. As it was, 
no solar filter was 
needed. There was also 
some PARTIAL clearing 
for about 20 seconds 
during totality but I 
couldn't get a good shot 
in time. We did experience over 6 minutes of night time in the morning. 
 
We were originally scheduled to view the eclipse from a school in Suzhou (about an hour's drive 
southwest of Shanhai) but it was pouring rain there on eclipse day. We got on a bus at 2 AM and drove 
west and slightly south for about 6 hours to Anqing. This was a section of China not used to seeing 
tourists that often, so imagine the stares when three charter buses filled with Americans pulled up along 
side the main road next to a cinderblock factory! We passed out extra eclipse-viewing glasses to curious 
locals. I set up my camera and tripod on top of a stack of cinderblocks next to a group of folks who lived 
right next to the factory. One of the guides who spoke English told them what we were there for and I told 
them I was from California. The only thing they knew about California was Hollywood so I told them I 
lived two hours drive north of Hollywood. (Not sure if being from the state that has Hollywood helped or 
hindered my credibility.) I took some video with a Flip recorder during the eclipse to show the sudden 
onset of night. We couldn't see the boundary of the Moon's shadow because of the clouds. Next time! 
 
Lisa thought it was an awesome experience despite the clouds and definitely wants to see a total solar 
eclipse under better skies. She was even seriously considering going to the eclipse next summer. Let that 
be a lesson for the rest of you---total solar eclipses are highly addictive! The next one closer to home will 
be one going through northern Oregon, southern Idaho, Wyoming, Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, Georgia, 
South Carolina on August 21, 2017. 
 
The rest of our China trip was great! 
 
 I have over 500 pictures from the trip and I will be posting them to the net very soon 
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Impact on Jupiter 
 
There's compelling evidence that an asteroid or comet crashed into Jupiter around July 18th, leaving a 
dark mark that's readily visible through amateur telescopes in good seeing. Click on this link for a good 
article and some nice pics by Sky and Telescope.  
 
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/news/51237952.html 
 
 
Jupiter Impact Picture   by Darren Bly 

Here’s an image of Jupiter taken on 7/30 at 23:10 
(06:10 7/31 UT) with my C9.25.  The conditions 
were very poor but I was able to get “something”, 
in the image north is up.  The dark Northern 
Equatorial Belt has a very prominent dark barge 
and a faint festoon extending south into the 
Equatorial Band.  The Southern Equatorial Belt is 
split into its northern and southern components 
with a small red spot beneath the dark barge. In 
the Southern Polar Region there is a small white 
spot and beneath it the dark impact area. The 
winds in the Southern Polar Region have began to 
dissipate the impact. At this time the dark barge, 
small red spot, small white spot and the impact 
zone form a line running north to south.   

 

 
 
 
 
It’s Raffle Time Again  
 
     When he got transferred to Houston, member Matt Dengel 
donated his first scope, this blue 8” Meade Starfinder equatorial.  
I have rehabbed it a little (new rings thanks to Bill V.) and 
cleaned it up a bit.  The plan is to raffle it off at the December 
potluck in order to finance Astronomy Day this coming April.  
I’ll have tickets available ($5 each, limited to 200 tickets) 
beginning at the August meeting.  We’ll need to decide if we 
want to get a focuser and telrad for it. 

 
-- Steve Collett 
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M1  by Jeff Steele 

 


