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Monthly Newsletter of the Kern Astronomical Society

The Kern Astronomical Society (K.A.S.) promotes community awareness of current events in astronomy, and provides a
forum for sharing of knowledge and experiences among amateur astronomers. The Kern Astronomical Society normally
meets at 7:30 PM on the first Friday of each month, at the Northminster Presbyterian Church 3700 North Union Avenue in
Bakersfield Annual membership is $15.00. With membership Sky and Telescope and / or Astronomy magazines are
available at reduced rates. More information can be found on our web site: http://www.kernastro.org/

K. A. S. Board Members: Meeting:
President: Steve Collett 477-9325 ; TH .
Vice President: Linda Huffman 2322-86283 Date: January 47 @ 7:30PM
Secretary: Bill Vanderwark (871-3441) .
Treasurer: Doug Stewart (665-0155) Program: New Holiday Toys
Equipment: Darren Bly (832-0712)
Librarian: Lance Oldham (589-5441) Cookies: Darren Bly
SYZYGY: Tony Dell'Acqua (205-4355)

Calling All Club Telescopes:

The Kern Astronomical Society offers five telescopes, to club members in good standing, for monthly
check out. Below is a description of the KAS telescopes, the member who currently has it in their
possession, and when it is due to return. For more information or to reserve / return a telescope please
call Darren at 832-0712.

4"f/9.8 Due Back at January Meeting
6" /6 Due Back at January Meeting
8" f/6 Due Back at January Meeting
10" /5.6 Due Back at January Meeting
13" /4.5 Due Back at January Meeting

Star Parties:
Club Star Parties:
Jan 5™ (New Moon) & Jan 12" Locations TBA at meeting.

Public Star Parties: None

January New Toy Meeting

In January we hold our annual New Toy meeting. Bring any new items you have received in the past few
months to share.
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President’s Preview

Well, | tried to convince Mr. Bly that we ought to have an informative program for the January
meeting, but he was adamant about the importance of sharing our new holiday astro-toys.
Meanwhile, for February we’ll be going up to Bakersfield College for a planetarium show. We'll
want to discuss with Nick Strobel as to which of his available programs would be the most fun for
club members. This will by my fourth visit to the planetarium since the remodel, and I'm still
excited as heck about it.

Time is already short for planning and promoting Astronomy Day on April 12". The Foothill
Astronomy Club will be starting a couple of fund-raising events in January. We hope to be able to
raise about $400 to cover the cost of using Foothill facilities in April, and we’re looking into
transportation costs for taking a load of FAC members to the Jet Propulsion Laboratory open
house in May. Any suggestions for funding, organizing, and promoting Astronomy Day will be
welcome. We’'ll need to get a steering committee organized soon.

Now is the perfect opportunity to steer potential new members to our club. How many folks do
you figure are having trouble getting that Meade 90 mm from Costco to “goto”? How many bright
young kids got a telescope from Santa? If you catch wind of such folks, invite them to the meeting
or simply steer them to Kernastro.org. Another good possibility is to set up on the bluffs or at the
Marketplace and show off Mars in January._Any takers?

-- Steve Collett

For Sale:

ZenithStar 80mm ED Il Doublet APO. This is an air spaced /6.8 refractor, with 1:10 microfocuser
and aluminum case included in the price.

The scope boasts premium Japanese Ohara FPL-51 ED Glass and Fully Multi-Coating for an
excellent sharpness and color correction. Selling do to the receipt of my new Burgess 92mm
Triplet APO. $425 Telescope will be available at the January meeting or call Darren at 832-0712
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Asteroid 2007WD5 on a collision path with Mars - Tony Dell’Acqua

2007WD5 traveling at 28,000 miles per hour missed the earth by 5 million miles on Nov 1*', and
has now been upgraded froma 1 in 75 chance to a 1 in 25 chance of collision with Mars on Jan
30™. Most likely it will miss Mars by 15,000 miles, but if it should strike the planet on Jan 30™ it
should do so around 5:56am Eastern Standard time. Check out these websites for more info.

http://geology.com/articles/mars-impact-asteroid.shtml

http://www.marsdaily.com/reports/Astronomers Monitor Asteroid To Pass Near Mars 999.html

http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/podcasting/jpl-mars-20071220.html
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