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2008 Calendars- Doug Stewart

2008 calendars will be available at the next cooplmeetings. The cost is $8.00 ea.



President’s Preview- Steve Collett

For several years now we’ve been enjoying Wind \Wslgreserve as that near-by, low elevation site tha
gives us reasonably dark skies when it’s too cofchfgh elevation. This month we will learn frorheByll
Clendenen about the origins of Wind Wolves and abmiresearch and education projects being caouéd
there.

You probably know that helping Nick Strobel withetscopes
after his planetarium shows last month had limgedcess. |
Bill Vanderwark and | were able to bushwhack aoloick’s
customers on the way out on Saturday, OctoBgbét about
all we could manage given the bright lights of thenpus was
a low-elevation angle on Jupiter.

Things may well be getting out of control for Astoony Day |
at Foothill High School. It turns out that a Idtstudents
have become excited about astronomy from having
encountered us viewing Jupiter and a cluster orftaum the
quad of the Foothill campus. Being so low in al#n,
seeing is very poor at Foothill. Nevertheless alfoay
students have become involved in our FAC (Foothill
Astronomy Club). We have reserved Saturday, Al
from 2 pm to 10 pm. for Astronomy Day in the spring

Finally, | got a call last Tuesday from Mr. Joe §art, who is
about to retire and move away. Would we accepbiather’
telescope that has been sitting in his storage® pidture
shows me looking at the hole in the tube wherditiuer
mount was broken off from an otherwise-perfectsitaMeade Model 856 equatorial Newtonian. What to
do with it??

October 8" Wind Wolves Star Party — Darren Bly

The Wind Wolves star party was the best attendedlamg time. The Blue’s, Pyylak’s, Kelley's, Tayk
Wood'’s, Charles, Mike , Diane, Darren, and a guy@a Frank Ripepi (?) made the short drive to the lo
site at Wind Wolves. While the low site is larglean the higher site it has much more light padiatand
mixed with a bit of moisture the skies were noywvaark. Telescope ranged in size from Greg’s @Vitke’s
20" so there was always something to see. Floyddirtbhis, new to him G11 mount to attempt some
imaging. All three of the KAS’s new Ethos eyepeettended and got some time in Mike's 20", thewie
was incredible, even famous tight wad Frank walkedy saying it was worth it. Diane spent time wogki
on her constellations, but managed to find 4 objectDarren’s 17.5” A cool breeze came up aboutnigiok
and shut things down but much fun was had by all.



October 13" Lockwood Valley Star Party — Darren Bly

The 13" was a cloudy day but the forecast was for thesskieclear in the early evening. Three hardy souls
Frank, Diane, and Darren decided to drive up fazgiand to see if the weather would clear. Folgwi
dinner and nice conversation, even though it wd<ktudy we drove to Lockwood. We turned onto
Lockwood Valley road and the clouds parted! Whenawrived at the site we were a few hundred feeveab
the clouds into a very dark very stable night. nkraetup his classic 6” Criterion RV-6 and procektde
impress all by finding small planetary nebula ing8ys. The three of us use the 17.5 to cruse tiie Ve
Crescent, & Helix nebulas, along with assorted>gefa At midnight the stability left and upon cheakthe
temp found it was 30deg! There had been no wind didn’t feel that cold, but it was time to gét.was a
very special night.
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Cometl17P Holmes is in naked-eye super-outburst!

On October 24 this comet brightened to naked-es#iiity! This comet is currently well placed for
northern observers in Perseddhis comet is in super outburst, having brightebgd4 magnitudes on the
night of October 24. It is currently (as of 17100 October 24) in Perseus at magnitude 2.8 (and
brightening!). Look for a nearly stellar coma irttelescope. It appears as a new star in Persélus taked
eye. How long this outburst will last is anyongiess, but according to Gary W. Kronk's Cometograph
web site 17P was discovered during a similar ostiiarNovember of 1892. During that outburst isvea
naked-eye object for several weeks. See inclucsa m



A closing thought...

If you know someone new to Astronomy, or have angpchild wanting to check out the night sky, poir
your internet browser over teww.skyandtelescope.com/observing/podcasts
There is a monthly podcast that will walk thedisér through the night sky for that month, it talbsut

7 minutes, and is a fun way to learn the.skiyfony Dell’Acqua




