Monthly Newsletter of the Kern Astronomical Society

The Kern Astronomical Society (K.A.S.) promotes
community awareness of current events in astronomy,
and provides a forum for sharing of knowledge and
experiences among amateur astronomers. The Kern
Astronomical Society normally meets at 7:30 PM on the
first Friday of each month, at the Northminster
Presbyterian Church 3700 North Union Avenue in
Bakersfield Annual membership is $15.00. With
membership Sky and Telescope and / or Astronomy
magazines are available at reduced rates. More
information can be found on our web site:
http://www.kernastro.org/

Kern Astronomical Society will e-mail The SYZYGY
free of charge to any teacher. Just send your E-mail
address to tcdellacqua@bak.rr.com.

K. A. S. Board Members:

President: Steve Collett (477-9325)
starmstrl@bak.rr.com

Vice President: Rod Guice (412-5146)
Secretary: Diane Franco (213-3998)
Treasurer: Doug Stewart (665-0155)
Equipment: Steve Collett (477-9325)
SYZYGY: Tony DellAcqua (205-4355)

Monthly Club Meeting : October 2nd @7:30pm

Cookies: Karen and Jim Wood

Presentation: Diane Franco -- Update on the Night Sky Network, “Our Galxay our Universe”.

Club Star Parties:

The Kern Astronomical Society usually has 2 Club-
Star Parties per month depending on the weather. We
also host public Star parties upon request. Our Star
Parties are held on Saturdays. The primary date is the
weekend of new moon. The secondary weekend is
before or after new moon. Locations for Star Parties
are decided at our monthly meeting. You may get
current Star Party information from our coordinator:

David Davenport (654-8564) dwdavenprt@aol.com

Club Star Parties: Oct 17 ™ New Moon

Public Star Parties:

K. A. S. Club Telescopes

The Kern Astronomical Society offers five
telescopes, to club members in good standing, for
monthly check out. Below is a description of the KAS
telescopes, the member who currently has it in their
possession, and when it is due to return. Anyone
wishing to check out a club telescope should contact
Steve at 477-9325 or via email at
starmstrl@bak.rr.com

4"f/9.8 Available for SALE $300

6" /6 Out to Terry Dunn, due back.
8" f/6 Out to Diane Franco, avai@abl
10" 1/5.6 Out to Kathy Jones, avaiabl
13" 1/4.5 Out to Doug Stewart, avaliéab




Club Reminders

Greet 2010 with a new
calendar. They make good
gifts at the suggested retail
price of $12.95, however we
(you and I) get them for $7.00
each. | will have them for you
at the next meeting.

They are very nice. They are
from Kalmbach Publishing
Co. through Astronomy
Magazine.

Doug Stewart

665-0155

Note from the editor:

Greetings fellow KAS
members, We will have a
new format for the SYZYGY.
It is still a work in progress. |
would like your input on
topics you would like to see
in the Newsletter. | am trying
to make the Newsletter more
consistent, so send me your
pictures, if they don’t make it
in this month’s newsletter, Il
plug it in next time. Send me
articles on Star parties, or
anything you think is
important to share with the
club. Also send me articles
on new Astronomy toys you
just got, tell us what you think
about it, what you like about
it, or hate about it.

Presidents Preview

K.A.S. has nearly overheated for the month of September. Two super
outings to Lockwood Valley, outreach at Barnes and Noble the same
day as PATS, and the Foothill High Astronomy Club has grown
tremendously.

We’'re making progress regarding shifting monthly club meetings to
Thursday nights at the William M. Thomas Planetarium at Bakersfield
College. The hangup is liability insurance, but we’re getting some good
suggestions on this.

Turnouts at the Lockwood star parties were really encouraging. This
on top of the fellowship and pizza that preceded both events. You
newer members need to send some e-mails or make some calls to find
out how easy it is to get up to our site. You won'’t regret it.

The Foothill club is now arranging for our field trip to the Planetarium
in November, and we’re building our Thursday night “Stargazing on the
Quad” into a major activity. The students are really excited about
seeing things such as globular clusters, which they hadn’t even heard of
before checking out M15 in the Foothill 16" (thanks again to Lewis
Danesi, who donated the optics). The club has a good balance in the
bank thanks to the recent transfer of remaining KAS telescope raffle
funds left over from Astronomy Day expenses. We're already planning
for the 3" Annual Kern County Astronomy Day this April.

We still haven’t had many requests for star parties for schools or for
scout groups. This used to be a major way to keep the club involved in
our community. It's still worth having the discussion to see if there are
better ways to encourage teachers to contact us. Do they think we
charge for the service? Are they simply too busy fulfilling the political
agendas of their administrators and of the state? Is it just more
fashionable to have them search the web and do a little virtual
astronomy? Let’s talk this through.

Finally, in the wake of the recent fires, several members have inquired
about another field trip to use the Mt. Wilson 60”. A few years ago we
hired the 60” (largest scope in the world in 1909) and chartered a bus
for a fabulous fun night. Should we go ahead and set a date?

| would report on PATS (downsized from last year but still a lot of fun),
but the financial impact is still too painful. I've enclosed some pictures
and I'll let them speak for themselves.

Steve Collett




Sky Report / Moon Phase Calendar

October 2009 | Sun | Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu | Fri | Sat

4" _ Full Moon.

9™ - LCROSS spacecraft will
crash into Moon at 7:30AM EDT.

13" — Saturn and Venus close
together at Dawn.

16™ — At Dawn Venus, Saturn,
Mercury and a thin crescent
Moon are close together.

18" — New Moon

21°% — Orionid Meteor shower
peaks.

26" — Jupiter is 4 degrees to the
lower left of the Moon.
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31% — Mars passes through M44.

LCROSS

Lunar Crater Observation and Sensing Satellite

Observe the LCROSS impacts!

Date & Time:

Projected lunar impact is on October 9, 2009 at
11:30 UT (7:30 a.m. EDT, 4:30 a.m. PDT), +/- 30
minutes.

The impact time will be refined as the mission
progresses. Two weeks prior to impact, the impact
time will be known to within a second.

Check on this webpage for the most up-to-date
timing information.
http://lcross.arc.nasa.gov/observation.htm




Star Party Reports / Club Events

Left:
Here’s Gar Summy handing out the flyers and whipping the public
into an astro-frenzy at Barnes & Noble on September 26™.

Right:

Here’s a view of the sign that Barnes and
Noble provided to promote our event. In
the background you can make out a lot of
K.A.S. folks busily setting up. These
events generate a lot of excitement for the
public.

Left:
Darren and Vicki are arguing over who has to drive Bill home

from PATS.

Below:
“See, Steve DID get his beard caught on the IOPTRON drive
shaft.”

Ad ostra i
per cervesios

Left:

Rebecca Grant and Omar Gonzalez are the Foothill
Astronomy Club nominees for Homecoming Queen and King.
We won't know until the 3 if they won.




Star Party Reports / Club Events

Star Party 9/12 at Lockwood Valley — by Karen Wood

There was about 8 of us, Steve and Cathy Collett, Darren Bly, Bill Vanderwark, Doug Stewart, Ron Nixon and Jim
and Karen Wood. Also in attendance were Draco, Steve and Cathy's new dog, and Brutus, Jim and Karen's grouchy
middle aged dog. Darren was taking pictures and there was a very nice one, hope he sends it in, and the rest of us
were observing. Jim attempted to look at Comet McNaught 02 2008 with no luck. Seeing was quite nice but this is
about a 9.0 mag and Jim was not able to pull it out in our 14 1/4" dob. Other objects that were looked at were M39,

M52, M31, M103, M34, M45, NGC 457, NGC 884, NGC 1501, NGC
1502 and NGC 7789.

Jim has also been out in the back yard taking photo's of the comet, we
can't find it in the pictures anywhere, NGC 1501 which is a planetary
nebula at about 13.0 mag. He had no problems bringing that out. And
he also has a photo of NGC 7789 an open cluster belowl. Everyone
had a great time as we stopped at Caveman's on the way up for pizza
and beer. Good time had by all.

Hayden Planetarium — by Ron Church

In early September | took my family to the Hayden Planetarium in New York. We watched a program called Journey
to the Stars and it was wonderful. |found our planetarium in Bakersfield to be comparable so, if you never get the
chance to go to the Hayden Planetarium, don't feel like you've missed something. Both are excellent. The Hayden
Planetarium did have some extras that we don't get here in Bakersfield. For example, it is located in a natural history
museum so there is a lot more to see. | especially liked the meteor room. I've never seen so many meteors in one
place. | was disappointed because most of them looked like regular rocks until they were cut open. Of course, some
looked different with their melted, smooth surface. They ranged in size from grains of sand to a ton or more. After
seeing the size of some of them, | tend to look up a lot more as | walk around because getting bonked in the head with
one of those would, well, ruin one’s day.

There was a scale there that anyone could stand on that showed how much you'd weigh on the moon. | weighed a
whopping 32 pounds! So....... I guess I'm really not overweight; I'm just living on the wrong planet!

There were little stores scattered around the building designed to extract your money and make it feel like you bought
a unique souvenir. | found, however, that their main difference was you could buy something space oriented made in
China and shipped to New York instead of California.

Over all, the planetarium and museum were a lot of fun and worth seeing if you're out that way.




KAS Picture Gallery

Above:

On August 29" we had our Public Star Party at
Barnes and Noble. | met this young girl named
Zoey. | asked her if | could take her picture for
our newsletter, she said sure and hopped up on
the stool and started looking through Charlie
Browns’ Celestron 8”. | asked her what she was
looking at, which she replied “The Moon”. | then
asked her if it was made of swiss cheese. She
told me “No, it's made of gray cheese”. Kids are
S0 smart.

Above Right:

Here Darren Bly is caught setting up his scope
to thrill people at the Barnes and Noble Public
Star Party.

Right: Photo submitted by Darren Bly

Here’s a very quick and dirty processing job of
my M8/20 area. Not too bad for an 35 year old
Vivitar 200mm f/3 shot wide open. | believe the
blue halos can easily be removed by using my
Lumicon Minus Violet filter This is a stack of
eight 120 second shots.




Cool Astronomy Stuff

i StarMap Pro is an application for

StarMap Pro edition - Tony DellAcqua S Ehliactaic
couple of weeks ago | noticed
Darren Bly using this application
on his iPod Touch at our Barnes
and Noble public star party. Being
a man of great self control |
immediately downloaded the app
when | got home that night and
started to play with it. | found the
application very easy to use, and
as powerful as some desktop
astronomy programs. It has GPS
capability so you can pinpoint your
location, then hold your iPhone up
and tilt it, the the map will rotate till
you match up what your looking at
in the sky. You can zoom in to get
more detail, it has a telrad overlay,
and night vision. The web site has
a video tour, check it out. The best
part...it only costs $18.99.

http://www.star-map.fr/index.html




K.A.S. MARKET PLACE

TELESCOPE FOR SALE

Given the popularity of Dobsonians for beginners, K.A.S.
has not had anyone borrow this 4” Celestron equatorial
refractor for several years.

At the September meeting, it was agreed to sell this
telescope to raise funds for the club. Most likely we’ll
need several hundred dollars to buy a liability policy in
order to qualify to meet at the Planetarium at B.C., so
here’s an opportunity to cover that expense.

It's an /9.7, in very good condition, on a CG5-class
equatorial mount (Vixen Super-polaris equivalent).

Sturdy aluminum tripod and nice slow motion control
knobs. No drives. Includes 6x30 finder, diagonal, and
26 mm Plossl eyepiece.

Asking $300 or best offer. If we can't sell to a club
member we'll try to sell through Astromart, so make us
an offer!

Steve Collett

Just One More Thing...

= c You are receiving this e-mail because you organised an event as part of
Gal I Iean N |g htS the 100 Hours of Astronomy 1YA2009 Cornerstone Project in April and this
is a one-off message to remind you about the latest Cornerstone Project,
Galilean Nights. 100 Hours of Astronomy was an incredibly popular part of

the International Year of Astronomy 2009 and the events that you all ran
OCtO ber 22'24, were the key factor in its success. Following on from 100 Hours of
2009 Astronomy is Galilean Nights, which will focus on public observing events
all over the world from 22 - 24 October 2009.

Some of you are already planning some great events for the project, but
it would be fantastic if more of you could bring your 100 Hours of
Astronomy experiences to Galilean Nights and once again put on public
outreach activities. If you are planning a Galilean Nights activity of

any kind, please register it now on the project website:
http://www.galileannights.org/register _event.html

If you have any questions about any aspect of Galilean Nights, then
please do not hesitate to get in touch,

Best wishes,
Pedro Russo

IYA2009 Coordinator
Catherine Moloney




