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Note :  We will be meeting at the Northminster Presbyterian Church, Friday Sept 4th.   Steve has 
said our program will be a critical discussion of when and where to meet, along with the election 
of officers.   
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Program:    Election of Officers 
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The Kern Astronomical Society offers five telescopes, to club members in good standing, for monthly check out. 
Below is a description of the KAS telescopes, the member who currently has it in their possession, and when it is 
due to return.   Anyone wishing to check out a club telescope should contact Steve at 477-9325 or via email at 
starmstr1@bak.rr.com.�
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                        4"f/9.8         Available 
                       6" f/6                Out to Terry Dunn 
                           8" f/6                Out to Diane Franco, due back at August Meeting 

                                         10" f/5.6              Out to Kathy Jones, due back at the September Meeting 
                                         13" f/4.5              Out to Doug Stewart 

Star Parties: 
 

               Club Star Parties:       Sept 19th New Moon, or TBA at meeting  

 
               Public Star Parties:    TBA at meeting 

�
�

"Kern Astronomical Society will e-mail The SYZYGY free of charge to any teacher.  Just send your  
  E-mail address to tcdellacqua@bak.rr.com." 
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Presidents Preview 
 
I was out at Foothill last Thursday for our first shot at “Stargazing on the Quad” for this year.  Glenn 
Dunbach had mentioned this to his freshman Integrated Science classes so I ended up using the Foothill 
16” Dob, Jupiter, and the Moon to entertain some seven frightfully immature 9th graders.  There were also 
a good number of upperclassmen helping me, plus a smattering of walk-by viewers from other campus 
activities.   Although it was the first “SOQ” for the new school year, it was an outstanding start!!!  Looks 
like our club will be very active this year. 
 
   Then Friday night I drove out to Elk Hills School in Tupman.  Conditions were bad so a number of 
KAS members backed out, but Bill Vanderwark, Don Hansen and myself had a really great time with 
some very enthusiastic kids and parents.  One of the best outreach events we’ve ever had. 
 
    So Saturday night I was at Barnes and Noble, which has become a major vehicle for KAS in the 
community.  But with three nights in a row, I’m really tired!! 
 
   I’m concerned that we do fewer school star parties than we used to.  It’s worth having the discussion to 
see if there are better ways to encourage teachers to contact us.  Do they think we charge for the service?  
Are they simply too busy fulfilling the political agendas of their administrators and of the state?  Is it just 
more fashionable to have them search the web and do a little virtual astronomy?  Let’s talk this through.  
 
   Finally, I would really love to see someone step to the plate at the September meeting and take over as 
President.  Ron Guice is interested in serving as Vice President, and Diane Franco wants to continue as 
Secretary.  I hope David Davenport can step in as Star Party Coordinator.  As far as I know, Doug Stewart 
will be treasurer again.  However, Cathy wants me to recruit a replacement as President, so I can 
concentrate more on Astronomy Day.  If you’re interested in serving please contact me. 
 

--Steve Collett 

 Meeting Discussion (SAPA): 

I would like to invite KAS to display at Science As Performing Arts (SAPA) again this year. I know that 
you are a science club with high community interest. It is being held at the Point Loma Building on 
California Ave. We will be in operation from 10 to 4 on September 12, 2009. If you would like to reserve 
tables to demonstrate your club, please contact Koral Hancarick at the Buena Vista Museum of Natural 
History. Phone: 661-324-6350. 
 
 Thanks for sending this notice!  Dave Hanley 

Foothill Astronomy Club: 

The Foothill Astronomy Club kicks off the 2009-2010 school year this month with meetings during lunch 
on Thursday’s and Thursday evening observations.  For more information contact Steve Collett or Glenn 
Dunbach. 
  
PATS September 26-27, 2009: 
 
For more information on the Pacific Astronomy and Telescope show (PATS) point your browser to: 
http://www.rtmcastronomyexpo.org/PATS.htm 
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Star Party Reports: 
 
Elk Hills School: 
 

Usually, when as school wants KAS to provide telescopes and viewing, they contact us a month or 
two in advance.  On short notice, things tend not to work out. 

So, this past Monday, the first day of school, I get home from a long, strenuous day surrounded 
by hormone-crazed adolescents, and find a message on my phone.  It’s from Scott Meier, 
Principal/Superintendent of Elk Hills School, comprising 85 students.  Long message detailing their plans 
for a family sleepover this past Friday.  Sounds like I should return the man’s call.  But I need to rest a bit 
first. 

I lay down on the couch at about 3:50 p.m., and didn’t wake up until after 7:00.  Cathy fed me, 
and I began thinking about calling the gentleman back, when the phone rings and it’s him.  Turns out 
they’ve got a portable, inflatable planetarium.  Now I’m seriously interested. 

I called Darren Bly and Bill Vanderwark.  Bill sprung into action calling some other members.  
By Wednedsay he assured me that we had a good crew lined up. 

Friday arrives, I’m still dog tired, and conditions are lousy.  Moisture from a Pacific storm, smoke 
in the valley, even the moon might be a problem.  Bill called and told me Darren decided not to go, but he 
and I agreed to go anyway (some kids are happy just to touch a telescope!).  I’m late getting organized, 
but at the last minute I realize I should take along scissors, tape, and planisphere sets in case we can’t see 
anything.  Forgot the camera, though.  Maybe they can send us some pictures for next month’s SYZYGY. 

When I arrived, it was early dusk and Bill and Don Hansen had already set up.  I met Scott Meier, 
who’s wearing a shirt with a Star Trek logo that says “To Boldly Go”.  I notice that the marquee on 
the builidng also says “To Boldly Go”.  There are Starship Enterprise posters on the building.  There 
is solar system art everywhere you look.  There is a huge faux rocket in the middle of the cafeteria.  
Hmmm.  These folks seem to be into astronomy this year.   

I set up Cathy’s 10-inch Dob.  The moon was OK and of course everyone wanted to look.  
Meanwhile I began setting up to make planispheres in the Cafeteria.  I was able to convince a charming 
young lady, Kennedy Sorenesen, probably 7th grade, to help point the telescope so I could concentrate on 
planispheres.   I couldn’t get her to give up the job until I was ready to pack up. 

We made about 20 planispheres while I visited with students and staff.  Everyone was extremely 
friendly and most gracious in helping us.  I found I’m both too old and to large to crawl into the inflatable 
planetarium.   

It’s worth me continuing to pursue contacts between Elk Hills and KAS.  We discussed the dark 
situation around Tupman (north of Taft Highway about 20 minutes from Bakersfield) and the possibility 
of using their site for a winter star party.  I also gathered information about what it would take for us to 
get use of the inflatable planetarium for Astronomy Day in April.   

Just goes to show that even when the sky looks terrible you can have a terrific time taking 
astronomy to a school. 

--Steve Collett 
 
Lockwood Valley: 

On Wednesday August 26 Jim Wood, Doug Stewart and Bill Vanderwark went to Lockwood 
Valley. Jim and Bill had pizza at Caveman's and then met Doug at Lockwood and set up their scopes. Jim 
had his 14 inch dob and Doug brought the clubs 13 inch and I set up my 20x80's binoculars. We viewed 
the Moon and several Messier objects and had a fantastic view of the transit of Ganymede on Jupiter. 
When the Moon set Jim and I had a great time viewing through his 10 and 13 ethos.   M13,22 and 33 
looked great. 
         -- Bill Vanderwark 
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Several of the KAS members went up 
to Lockwood Valley on August 11th 
to view the Perseids. We did see a 
number of bright ones streak across 
the sky and several faint ones before 
the gibbous Moon rose and washed 
out a good chunk of the sky. I set up 
my camera for a bunch of long 
exposures (some up to 30 seconds) 
with the hopes of catching a meteor 
streaking across the view. Well, no 
long bright streaks but I did get one 
shot with a bright flash. Can you see it 
below Cassiopeia?  
 
It was shot with a Canon Rebel Xsi for 
20 seconds with the standard 18-
55mm lens and a f-stop of f-3.5 and 
ISO 1600. I used a bulb camera release cable with the camera in "mirror lock-up" mode to reduce camera 
shake as much as possible. Some of the images actually came out looking pretty nice when displayed on 
my new TV!  

                                      -- Nick Strobel  
 
 
   

KAS members Ron 
Nixon, Steve Collett, 
Bill & Vicky 
Vanderwark, Larry 
Parris, Melisse 
herring, the Strobels- 
Lisa, Nick, Kelly, & 
Sarah, Ron Guice, 
Rose Connejo, and 
Karen & Jim Wood 
went to the Lockwood 
Valley site to do a 
little observing and to 
watch the Perseid 
meters. The viewing 
was good, and several 
good meteors were 
seen, but over all the 
moon blanked out 
most of them. The 

count that I saw for the peak was 96, this was found by all sky cameras and subtracting out the moonlight. 
Below is a picture that I took of one, image is not processed, also Vicky and Nick took pictures also. 
                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                   --  Jim Wood 
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Here are three shots I took while at the last 
club star party in july. All images were taken 
with a Orion Eon 80mm ed apo refractor with 
a celestron .63 reducer working @ F3.95, a 
unmodified Canon XSi @ ISO 800,my trusty 
CG5 and a Orion Starshoot autoguider. 
Stacked in Deepsky Stacker and finished up 
using Noel's photoshop actions. The shot of 
M31 is made of 10 x 3min, The Eastern Veil 
nebula is made from 10 x 5min and the shot of 
the star cloud in Sagittarius (M24 is just to the 
lower left of center) is made from 10 x 2min 
shots. 
CLEAR SKIES! 
 
                                                      --Jeff Steele 
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 BC Planetarium:  
 
www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/planetarium 
 
Fall 2009 Schedule of Evening Shows 
 
September 18 from 7:30 to 8:30 PM: "Two Small Pieces of Glass". Doors   
open at 7 PM. $5.50/adult + $3.50/senior+child. 
 
October 16 from 7:30 to 8:45 PM: "Dawn of the Space Age". Doors open   
at 7 PM. $6.50/adult + $4.50/senior+child. 
 
November 20 from 7:30 to 8:30 PM: "Black Holes". Doors open at 7 PM.   
$5.50/adult + $3.50/senior+child. 
 
December 4 + 11 from 7:30 to 8:45 PM: "Season of Light". Doors open at   
7 PM. $5.50/adult + $3.50/senior+child. 
 
                                                                                                --Nick Strobel 
  
  
 
 


