	I have produced two shows about this topic, the last one about 15 months
ago. There are basic underlining assumptions made in all four of the main
theories. While I have my favorite, I always included the others and
allowed my audience to make up their own minds. This balanced treatment has
prevented a lot of headaches and trouble over the years.
 
 
 
First I explained that due to changing calendar systems we don't know the
true year Jesus was born. Then I established a timeline using the known
census ordered by Caesar Augustus in 8 BC, the death of King Herod between a
Passover and a lunar eclipse, and Herod's ordering the death of all Hebrew
males under the age of two just before his death indicating that the birth
was within the prior two years. Then I looked at where the Magi came from
(Chaldea) and how long a trip would have taken using the caravan routes that
went around the northern side of the Syrian Desert... 4-6 weeks. Then I
looked at the theories, explaining other possible objects such as comets,
meteors, bolides, etc., and shooting them down for astronomical and
astrological reasons along the way, before explaining conjunctions
astronomically and astrologically.
 
 
Then the theories...
 
 
 
1. Jupiter/Venus Conjunction in Leo
 
 
 
Pro: Super bright visual merging of Venus and Jupiter (no other visual
merging in recorded history) creating a spectacular star in Leo following a
conjunction of Jupiter/Regulus which followed another close Venus/Jupiter
conjunction in Leo. The Bible states that Judah is a lion's whelp and the
scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the lawgiver from his feet. Leo is
the Lion, and Jupiter represented kings.
 
 
 
Con: Venus/Jupiter conjunctions occur regularly every year; why would the
first one have had any particular significance for the Magi? Likewise,
Jupiter/Regulus conjunctions occur about every 12 years; nothing special
there either. Also, the time between the Jupiter/Regulus conjunction and
the visually merged Venus/Jupiter conjunction was much longer than 6 weeks
travel time. Plus, this series occured very late in the possible time line
established earlier in the show.
 
 
 
2. A very complex series of minor conjunctions astrologically indicating a
royal birth
 
 
 
Pro: A Roman coin from this time has been found with a ram (Aries) looking
back at a bright star. The in-depth series of minor conjunctions
astrologically establishes a Royal Birth among the Hebrews assuming the
Hebrews were of the Sign of Aries. Aries represented the hotheaded,
warlike, rebellious desert Hebrews to the Romans who had recently conquered
them from Persia.
 
 
 
Con: The Magi were from Chaldea which was a part of Persia. The Hebrews had
gotten along with their Persian rulers very well for a long time. The
Persian king had even married a Hebrew woman. The Magi would have been very
unlikely to have associated the Hebrews with Aries. They assigned the House
of the Hebrews to Pisces. (Given the arcane complexity of the astrological
computations for this theory, along with its Roman Magi based assumptions
even though the Bible said the Magi came from the East, not West, I gloss
over it pretty quickly.)
 
 
 
3. The very rare Triple Conjunction of Jupiter/Saturn in Pisces (my
favorite)
 
 
 
Pro: Fits the time line very well. It was the dawning of the Age of
Pisces. Pisces was the House of the Hebrews to the Chaldeans. Jupiter
represented Kings. Saturn represented the House of David (of the Tribe of
Judah.) Jupiter/Saturn conjunctions occur every 30 years or so; they were
known but only a once or twice in a lifetime event. They occur in Pisces
only every 360 years or so; the Chaldean religion, Zoroaster, was older than
this, but astrology as they practiced it probably was not. In any case,
very, very, rare. Double conjunctions in Pisces would have been even more
unlikely to have been known; Triple ones certainly unknown, probably in any
sign. (The next triple with Jupiter/Saturn was in the 1940’s!) I explain
retrograde motion to demonstrate double and triple conjunctions, but
ancients would have seen retrograde motion forming double and triple
conjunctions as the “gods” stopping to consult, look at something, or draw
attention to something. It was important.
 
 
 
Occurring at the Dawn of the Age of Pisces, the Magi would certainly have
been watching this constellation closely for signs of what was the come in
the new Age, and with Pisces being the House of the Hebrews, what better
time for a King of the Hebrews to be born? It was the Dawning of the Age of
the Hebrews, too. (The Zoroasters studied other religions and incorporated
the prophecies of others into their own. They would have known of the
Hebrew prophecy of a special king to be born in the future.) The first
conjunction occurred high in the eastern sky. It would have caught the
Magi’s attention. Then over the summer, Jupiter and Saturn would have both
gone retrograde as they moved seasonally across the sky into the western
sky. Then the second, almost unknown of, conjunction of Jupiter/Saturn, and
again in Pisces. Enough reason to plan and conduct a trip to Jerusalem. Then
about 6-7 weeks later (fitting travel times,) after asking Herod where the
King of the Jews was, Saturn and Jupiter conjuncted a third, unheard of,
time, appearing low in the southwest sky from Jerusalem. Bethlehem is 6
miles southwest of Jerusalem! And Uranus, unknown at that time, reached
perihelion and opposition at that time becoming faintly visible to the human
eye and forming a triangle with Jupiter and Saturn! Interpretation? A new
star/king (Uranus)(Jupiter) born to the House of David (Saturn) at the
Dawning of the Age of Pisces/Hebrews (Pisces) to the southwest (Bethlehem!)
As the Magi would have travelled to Bethlehem, the “Star” (the third
conjunction) stopped existing as Jupiter and Saturn moved apart over
Bethlehem as seen from Jerusalem.
 
 
 
Con: Assumes timeline based upon Caesar Augustus’s census. Some claim that
the census was not the same thing as described in the Bible. Also assumes
that the Chaldeans would have assigned the Hebrews to Pisces and the house
of David to Saturn. Interprets “until the star topped over where the young
child lay” as the end of the triple conjunction occurring over Bethlehem as
seen from Jerusalem meaning that the “star” stopped existing, not stopped as
in standing still. I point out that if “stopped” is interpreted as “stand
still” then all bets are off because nothing in the natural universe stands
still. In which case only a divine apparition can be the explanation,
leading to number 4…
 
 
 
4. Divine apparition
 
 
 
Pro: No need for any astronomical explanation. Star could move in front of
the Magi and then stand still in the sky over the manger.
 
 
 
Con: No possible non-religion based explanations.
 
 
 
I then tell the audience that I will leave it up to them individually to
decide which, if any, of these explanations they personally wish to choose.
I only hope that they learned a little history and astronomy along the way,
learned the difference between astronomy and astrology, and that they will
look up this Christmas night and wonder…
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